
As a mother of three and a teacher for thirty
years, I felt I had little more to learn about kids
until beginning to work for a childre n ’s charity in
South London and seeing how difficult some
young lives truly are.  

Having given up my teaching care e r, I only
became involved because I had been
personally affected by the case of one young
b o y, Joe, who had no senior school to attend
and at the age of eleven was unable to read or
write. Realising that a boy this young could turn
to a chaotic existence on the streets if he didn’t
receive help and guidance far beyond an
academic education – that persuaded me to
re t u rn to full-time teaching. 

I also began to realise that so many young
peoples’ lives are allowed to stagnate and fail
simply because there is no access to the right
help and advice. These young people are united
by one factor: the system has failed them. 

Due to a variety of causes - pare n t a l
abandonment, exclusion from school, being in
t rouble with the Police - many young people
often have no positive role models in their lives
and no source of advice and support when
p roblems occur. 

Many of those living in London see such young
people – involved in street gangs, drugs and
petty crime - as malevolent, threatening and
beyond hope. Through working with them, I
l e a rnt that there is always another side to the
story and always the possibility of change.

I worked for two years with this organisation,
helping these young people to the best of my
ability and feel fortunate in having managed to
win the trust of some of them, solely by being
t h e re for them; talking with them late at night,
visiting them in prison cells or intervening in
often violent confrontations. I established a
teaching programme which provided a means
for them to obtain qualifications – something
e n t i rely new to many of them. But I knew that
m o re could be done. 

A more ‘holistic’ approach was needed if these
young people were truly to be helped. A paper
qualification is of no use to a person living in
i n s e c u re accommodation, involved in stre e t
crime or using drugs. The reverse is also true:
a stable lifestyle needs opportunities to maintain
itself and those come through employment and
e d u c a t i o n .

When I decided to leave the charity, I was
surprised and touched by how many young
people asked me if they could continue to re l y
upon me as a mentor, teacher and advisor.
M o re than anything else, the energy and
enthusiasm of these young people drove me on
and encouraged me to develop my ideas. I
think particularly of Ezekiel, Rachel and Adeniyi
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“I would like to thank you for
getting me off the streets.
Thanks for all the support that
you gave me, mentally,
physically & emotionally. Since
I have met you my life has
changed. I look at things
differently now, not like before
when I didn’t have respect for
anything.” Ezekiel Ojo

“There are so many of us who
need you. We need your guidance
and care. You spent so much time
getting us to realise the road that
we should be taking and most of
us are already halfway there… Yo u
have made me strong in ways that
I don’t think you know… you
have made me stable. You also
made me love and respect my life.
You have a gift.” Rachel Lodge



who often talk of the huge changes that have
come about in their lives as a result of simply
having someone who believes in them to urge
them forward .

“Up until a year ago I was
looking for direction in my
life. You have shown me the
right path to follow. You have
helped me with the important
things in life, like housing
and the NACRO course. You
have also helped me achieve
my City and Guilds
certificates….You have also
made my life in prison easier
by supporting me and still
seeing the good side of me…I
owe you a great debt for all
that you have done for me.”
Adeniyi


